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Program Overview 

Class Definition 
The Settlement Class (or Settlement Class Members) consists of: 

1) Every Person who (a) was a residential-coded customer of the Authority or of the Town Creek
Water System, the West Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential customers only), the 
V.A.W. Water System (residential customers on Routes 08 through 19 only), or the Trinity Water 
Works at any time between October 5, 2013, and September 29, 2016, and (b) made any payment 
for water originating with the Authority—whether such water was provided directly by the Authority 
or through one of the Authority’s wholesale customers, namely, the Town Creek Water System, the 
West Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential customers only), the V.A.W. Water 
System (residential customers on Routes 08 through 19 only), or the Trinity Water Work—on or 
between (i) November 1, 2013 and October 31, 2016, in the cases of the residential-coded 
customers of the Authority, the Town Creek Water System, and the West Lawrence Water 
Cooperative (Route 20 only), or (ii) November 1, 2013, and June 30, 2016, in the cases of 
residential-coded customers of the V.A.W. Water System (Routes 08 through 19 only) and the 
Trinity Water Works (“Ratepayer Class Members”); and 

2) Every Person who currently resides in Alabama, Georgia, or Tennessee, and for at least six months 
between (a) October 5, 2013 and September 29, 2016, in the cases of the residential-coded 
customers of the Authority, the Town Creek Water System, and the West Lawrence Water 
Cooperative (Route 20 only), or (b) October 5, 2013, and May 31, 2016, in the cases of 
residential-coded customers of the V.A.W. Water System (Routes 08 through 19 only) and the 
Trinity Water Works, owned or resided in a residential housing unit that received water originating 
with the Authority, whether such water was provided directly by the Authority or through one of the 
Authority’s wholesale customers, namely, the Town Creek Water System, the West Lawrence 
Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential customers only), the V.A.W. Water System (residential 
customers on Routes 08 through 19 only), or the Trinity Water Works (“Resident Class Members”).

Strategies 
Individual notice will be mailed directly to all Ratepayer Class Members and also be addressed to Resident 
Class Members. In addition, a schedule of paid notices will be published in newspapers, and distributed 
digitally on a variety of websites. 

Individual/Direct Notice 
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Mailed Notice 

• A Postcard Notice will be mailed to the addresses of all Ratepayer Class Members. 

• The Postcard will be addressed to the Ratepayer, as well as household residents. 

• Prior to mailing, the names and addresses will be: 
o Checked against the USPS National Change of Address (NCOA)1 database; 
o Certified via the Coding Accuracy Support System (CASS);2 and 
o Verified through Delivery Point Validation (DPV).3 

 
• Notices returned as undeliverable will be re-mailed to any address available through postal service 

information. 
o For example, to the address provided by the USPS on returned pieces for which the 

automatic forwarding order has expired, but is still during the period that the USPS returns 
the piece with the new address indicated. 
 

• Any returned mailing that does not contain an expired forwarding order with a new address 
indicated may be researched through a third party look-up service, if applicable. 
 

  

 
1 The NCOA database contains records of all permanent change of address submissions received by the USPS for the last four years. 
The USPS makes this data available to mailing firms and lists submitted to it are automatically updated with any reported move based 
on a comparison with the person’s name and last known address. 
2 Coding Accurate Support System is a certification system used by the USPS to ensure the quality of ZIP+4 coding systems. 
3 Records that are ZIP+4 coded are then sent through Delivery Point Validation to verify the address and identify Commercial Mail 
Receiving Agencies. DPV verifies the accuracy of addresses and reports exactly what is wrong with incorrect addresses. 
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Daily Newspapers 
 

• The Summary Notice will be published as an approximate eighth page ads unit once in each of the 
following newspapers: 

 

City Newspaper Avg. Daily 
Circulation Insertions 

Atlana, GA  Atlanta Journal Constitution  90,325 1 

Decatur, AL Decatur Daily  12,200 1 

Chattanooga, TN  Chattanooga Times Free Press  32,000 1 

Nashville, TN The Tennessean  65,000 1 

Moulton, AL Moulton Advertiser 12,623 1 

Florence, AL Florence Times Daily  11,800 1 

Huntsville, AL Huntsville Times 12,000 1 

TOTAL  235,948 7 
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Digital Media 
 
 
Approximately 3.75 million impressions will be distributed programmatically over a variety of websites, as 
well as the social media site Facebook. The impressions will appear on both mobile and desktop devices 
for a period of 30 days. The online ads will be geographically targeted to Adults in Alabama, Tennessee, 
and Georgia.. All digital ads will include an embedded link to the case website. The following counties will 
be targeted within each state. 
 

State County State County State County State County 

AL Blount GA Cobb GA Mitchell   

AL Calhoun GA Colquitt GA Monroe   

AL Cherokee GA Coweta GA Murray   

AL Cleburne GA Crawford GA Muscogee   

AL Colbert GA Crisp GA Paulding   

AL Cullman GA Dade GA Peach   

AL DeKalb GA Dawson GA Pickens   

AL Etowah GA Decatur GA Pike   

AL Fayette GA DeKalb GA Polk   

AL Franklin GA Dooly GA Quitman   

AL Jackson GA Dougherty GA Randolph   

AL Jefferson GA Douglas GA Schley   

AL Lamar GA Early GA Seminole   

AL Lauderdale GA Fannin GA Spalding   

AL Lawrence GA Fayette GA Stewart   

AL Limestone GA Floyd GA Sumter   

AL Madison GA Forsyth GA Talbot   

AL Marion GA Fulton GA Taylor   

AL Marshall GA Gilmer GA Terrell   

AL Morgan GA Gordon GA Thomas   

AL St Clair GA Grady GA Troup   

AL Walker GA Gwinnett GA Union   

AL Winston GA Haralson GA Upson   

GA Baker GA Harris GA Walker   

GA Bartow GA Heard GA Webster   

GA Butts GA Henry GA Whitfield TN Atlanta 

GA Chattooga GA Houston GA Worth TN Birmingham 

GA Calhoun GA Lamar   TN Chattanooga 

GA Carroll GA Lee   TN Columbus 
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State County State County   State County 

GA Catoosa GA Lumpkin   TN Knoxville 

GA Chattahoochee GA Macon   TN Memphis 

GA Cherokee GA Marion   TN Nashville 

GA Clay GA Meriwether     

GA Clayton GA Miller     
 

 

L  

Case 5:15-cv-01750-AKK   Document 258-1   Filed 10/26/21   Page 47 of 82



 

Response Mechanisms 
 
 
Case Website 

• Allows Settlement Class Members the ability to obtain additional information and documents 
including the Detailed Notice, Opt Out Form, Class Settlement Agreement, and any other 
information that the parties may agree to provide or that the Court may require 

• Allows Resident Class Members to file a Claim Online 
• Prominently displayed in all printed notice materials and accessible through a hyperlink embedded 

in the digital notices 
 
Toll-Free Telephone Support 

• Provides a simple way for Settlement Class Members to obtain additional information about the 
Settlement 

• Allows Settlement Class Members to request to have more information mailed directly to them 
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QUESTIONS? CALL 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX TOLL-FREE OR VISIT WWW.WEBSITE.COM 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT OF THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 
 

If you paid for or received drinking water that originated from 
West Morgan-East Lawrence Water and Sewer Authority, you 
may be eligible for a payment from a class action settlement. 

A federal court authorized this Notice. It is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 
• A settlement has been reached with 3M Company, Dyneon, LLC, and Daikin America, Inc. (“Defendants”) 

in a class action lawsuit about whether they contaminated the drinking water source for customers of West 
Morgan-East Lawrence Water and Sewer Authority (“WMEL”), Town Creek Water System, West 
Lawrence Water Cooperative, V.A.W. Water System, and Trinity Water Works.  

• You may be included in this settlement if you were a residential-coded customer of WMEL, Town Creek 
Water System, West Lawrence Water Cooperative, V.A.W. Water System, or Trinity Water Works or you 
currently reside in Alabama, Georgia, or Tennessee, and you owned or resided in a residential housing unit 
that received water originating with WMEL or provided by WMEL, Town Creek Water System, West 
Lawrence Water Cooperative, V.A.W. Water System, or Trinity Water Works. 

• Your rights are affected whether you act or don’t act. Read this Notice carefully.  

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS SETTLEMENT 

SUBMIT A CLAIM FORM 
DEADLINE: [DATE] 

This is the only way you can receive a payment if you are a Resident 
Class Member as defined in Question 5 below. Ratepayer Subclass 
Members (also defined in Question 5) will automatically receive a 
payment.  

ASK TO BE EXCLUDED 
DEADLINE: [DATE] 

This is the only option that allows you to sue, continue to sue, or be 
part of another lawsuit against any of the Defendants related to the 
legal claims this settlement resolves. However, you will give up the 
right to get a payment from this settlement. 

OBJECT TO THE SETTLEMENT 
DEADLINE: [DATE] 

If you do not exclude yourself from the settlement, you may object to 
it by writing to the Court about why you don’t like the settlement. If 
you object, you may also receive or file a claim for a payment. 

GO TO A HEARING 
ON [DATE] 

You may object to the settlement and ask the Court for permission to 
speak at the Fairness Hearing about your objection. 

DO NOTHING 

If you do nothing, you will give up the right to sue, continue to sue, 
or be part of another lawsuit against the Defendants about the legal 
claims resolved by this settlement. If you are a “Ratepayer Subclass 
Member” as defined in Question 5 below, you will automatically 
receive a payment if the settlement is approved and becomes final. 

• These rights and options—and the deadlines to exercise them—are explained in this Notice. 
• The Court in charge of this case still has to decide whether to approve the settlement. 
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WHAT THIS NOTICE CONTAINS 
 
 
BASIC INFORMATION  PAGE # 

1. Why was this Notice issued? 
2. What is this lawsuit about? 
3. What is a class action? 
4. Why is there a settlement? 

WHO IS INCLUDED IN THE SETTLEMENT  PAGE # 
5. How do I know whether I am part of the settlement? 
6. Are there exceptions to being included? 

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS—WHAT YOU GET IF YOU QUALIFY  PAGE # 
7. What does the settlement provide? 
8. I am a Ratepayer Subclass Member. How much will my payment be? 
9. I am a Resident Subclass Member. How much will my payment be?  

HOW TO GET A SETTLEMENT PAYMENT—SUBMITTING A CLAIM FORM  PAGE # 
10. How do I get a payment from the settlement? 
11. When would I get my settlement payment? 
12. What rights am I giving up to get a payment and stay in the Ratepayer and/or Resident Subclass? 
13. What are the Released Claims? 

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU  PAGE # 
14. Do I have a lawyer in this case? 
15. How will the lawyers be paid? 

EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT  PAGE # 
16. How do I get out of the settlement? 
17. If I exclude myself, can I still get a payment from this settlement? 
18. If I do not exclude myself, can I sue the Defendants for the same legal claims later? 

OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT  PAGE # 
19. How do I tell the Court that I do not like the settlement? 
20. May I come to Court to speak about my objection? 
21. What is the difference between objecting to the settlement and asking to be excluded from it? 

THE COURT’S FAIRNESS HEARING  PAGE # 
22. When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the settlement? 
23. Do I have to come to the hearing? 
24. May I speak at the hearing?  

IF YOU DO NOTHING  PAGE # 
25. What happens if I do nothing at all? 

GETTING MORE INFORMATION  PAGE # 
26. How do I get more information? 
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BASIC INFORMATION 
1. Why was this Notice issued? 

A court authorized this Notice because you have a right to know about the proposed settlement of this class action 
lawsuit and about all of your options before the Court decides whether to grant final approval to the settlement. 
This Notice explains the lawsuit, the settlement, your legal rights, what benefits are available, and who can get 
them. 
The Honorable Abdul K. Kallon of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama is 
overseeing this class action. The case is known as Lindsey v. 3M Company, Case No. 5:15-cv-01750 (the 
“Litigation”).  The people that filed this lawsuit are called the “Plaintiffs” and the companies they sued, 3M 
Company, Dyneon, LLC, and Daikin America, Inc., are called the “Defendants.” 

2. What is this lawsuit about? 

The Plaintiffs allege that the Defendants polluted their drinking water source by discharging certain per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (“PFAS”), including perfluorooctanoic acid (“PFOA”) and perfluorooctanesulfonate 
(“PFOS”) into the Tennessee River. The Defendants deny all of the claims made in the lawsuit. 

3. What is a class action? 

In a class action, one or more people called Class Representatives (in this case, Tommy Lindsey, Lanette Lindsey, 
Larry Watkins, and Venetia Watkins) sue on behalf of other people with similar claims. Together, the people 
included in the class action are called a Class or Class Members. One court resolves the issues for all Class 
Members, except for those who exclude themselves from the Class.  

4. Why is there a settlement? 

The Court did not decide in favor of the Plaintiffs or Defendants. Instead, the Plaintiffs and Defendants agreed to 
a settlement. This way, they avoid the cost and burden of a trial and the people affected can get benefits. The 
Class Representatives and their attorneys think the settlement is best for all Class Members. 

WHO IS INCLUDED IN THE SETTLEMENT 
5. How do I know whether I am part of the settlement? 

The settlement includes two “Subclasses” as defined below. 
1. Ratepayer Subclass Members: everyone who (a) was a residential-coded customer of the Authority or of 

the Town Creek Water System, the West Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential customers 
only), the V.A.W. Water System (residential customers on Routes 08 through 19 only), or the Trinity Water 
Works at any time between October 5, 2013, and September 29, 2016, and (b) made any payment for water 
originating with the Authority—whether such water was provided directly by the Authority or through one 
of the Authority’s wholesale customers, namely, the Town Creek Water System, the West Lawrence Water 
Cooperative (Route 20 residential customers only), the V.A.W. Water System (residential customers on 
Routes 08 through 19 only), or the Trinity Water Work—on or between (i) November 1, 2013 and October 
31, 2016, in the cases of the residential-coded customers of the Authority, the Town Creek Water System, 
and the West Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 only), or (ii) November 1, 2013, and June 30, 2016, 
in the cases of residential-coded customers of the V.A.W. Water System (Routes 08 through 19 only) and 
the Trinity Water Works; and 

2. Resident Subclass Members: everyone who currently resides in Alabama, Georgia, or Tennessee, and for 
at least six months between (a) October 5, 2013 and September 29, 2016, in the cases of the residential-
coded customers of the Authority, the Town Creek Water System, and the West Lawrence Water 
Cooperative (Route 20 only), or (b) October 5, 2013, and May 31, 2016, in the cases of residential-coded 
customers of the V.A.W. Water System (Routes 08 through 19 only) and the Trinity Water Works, owned 
or resided in a residential housing unit that received water originating with the Authority, whether such 
water was provided directly by the Authority or through one of the Authority’s wholesale customers, 
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namely, the Town Creek Water System, the West Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential 
customers only), the V.A.W. Water System (residential customers on Routes 08 through 19 only), or the 
Trinity Water Works. 

1. Persons defined by (1) above are “Ratepayer Subclass Members,” and Persons defined by (2) above are 
“Resident Subclass Members.”  Persons who are Ratepayer Subclass Members are excluded as Resident 
Subclass Members, except that when two persons are named as the ratepayer for the same account, one of those 
two persons (but not both) is eligible to be a Resident Subclass Member, provided he or she satisfies the 
Resident Subclass Member definition.  Members of the Resident Subclass shall not be paid for more than one 
claim in the Settlement. 

If you are not certain about your status, you can submit a claim and the claim administrator will make the correct 
decision on your subclass status. 

6. Are there exceptions to being included? 

Yes. The settlement does not include any employees of the Defendants, any entities in which the Defendants have 
a controlling interest, any of the legal representatives, heirs, successors, or assigns of Defendants, the Judge 
assigned to this case or any member of the Judge’s immediate family, any other judicial officer assigned to this 
case, all persons or entities that properly execute and timely file a request for exclusion from the Class, and any 
attorneys representing the Class Representatives or Members of the proposed Class. 

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS—WHAT YOU GET IF YOU QUALIFY 
7. What does the settlement provide? 

3M has agreed to pay $11,100,000, as well as half of the costs of settlement notice and administration to settle 
the Litigation. DAI has agreed to pay $900,000 to settle the Litigation. These monies will be used to create a 
$12,000,000 Total Settlement Amount. After deducting attorneys’ fees and expenses, the Class Representatives’ 
service awards, and half of the costs of notice and administration, approximately $6,415,000 of the fund will be 
used to make payments to Ratepayer Subclass Members, and approximately $1,000,000 of the fund will be used 
to make payments to Resident Subclass Members who submit valid Claim Forms.  

8. I am a Ratepayer Subclass Member. How much will my payment be? 

A total of $6,415,000 has been allocated to make payments to Ratepayer Subclass Members. The majority of 
Ratepayer Subclass Members will receive a pro rata (proportional) share of $6,375,000. Payments will be 
calculated as a percentage of total payments made for all Ratepayer Subclass Members accounts. This percentage 
will then be multiplied by the primary award amount to determine each account’s share of the $6,375,000. The 
maximum payment a Ratepayer Subclass Member will receive is $745 (per account). 
A small number of Ratepayer Subclass Members will receive a minimum payment of $50 because their accounts 
were short-lived or did not result in many charges. There are approximately 800 Ratepayer Subclass Members 
that fall within this category and will share from approximately $40,000 of the total award allocated to Ratepayer 
Subclass Members. 

9. I am a Resident Subclass Member. How much will my payment be? 

A total of $1,000,000 has been allocated to make payments to Resident Subclass Members. Resident Subclass 
Members are expected to receive a payment between $50 and $100. Actual payment amounts will be calculated 
and distributed pro rata (proportional) based on the total number of Resident Subclass Members who submit a 
valid Claim Form. If too few claims are made and money remains after making $100 payments to all Resident 
Subclass Members who submit a valid Claim Form, the excess will be re-allocated to the Ratepayer Subclass 
members whose payments from the Settlement are not capped and are not minimum payments. 

HOW TO GET A SETTLEMENT PAYMENT—SUBMITTING A CLAIM FORM 
10. How do I get a payment from the settlement? 
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If you are a Ratepayer Subclass Member, you do not need to do anything to receive a settlement payment. You 
will automatically be mailed a check if and when the settlement is approved and becomes final. 
If you are a Resident Subclass Member, you must complete and submit a Claim Form by [Date]. Claim Forms 
may be submitted online at www.Website.com or printed from the website and mailed to the Settlement 
Administrator at the address on the form. Claim Forms are also available by calling 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX or by 
writing to the Settlement Administrator, Lindsey v. 3M Company Settlement Administrator, [address], [city], 
[state] [zip].  

11. When would I get my settlement payment? 

The Court will hold a hearing on [Fairness Hearing date] to decide whether to grant final approval to the 
settlement. If the Court approves the settlement, there may be appeals. It is always uncertain whether appeals will 
be filed and, if so, how long it will take to resolve them. Settlement payments will be distributed as soon as 
possible, if and when the Court grants final approval to the settlement and after any appeals are resolved.  

12. What rights am I giving up to get a payment and stay in the Ratepayer and/or Resident Subclass? 

Unless you exclude yourself, you are staying in the Ratepayer and/or Resident Subclass. If the settlement is 
approved and becomes final, all of the Court’s orders will apply to you and legally bind you. You won’t be able 
to sue, continue to sue, or be part of any other lawsuit against any of the Defendants or the Released Parties (see 
next question) about the legal issues resolved by this settlement. The rights you are giving up are called Released 
Claims.  

13. What are the Released Claims? 

If and when the settlement becomes final, Class Members will release and forever discharge 3M, DAI, the 
Authority, and, to the extent they supplied water originating with the Authority during the Class Period, the 
Authority’s wholesale customers (namely, the V.A.W. Water System, the Trinity Water Works, the Town Creek 
Water System, and the West Lawrence Water Cooperative) and their respective current and former directors, 
officers, shareholders, agents, attorneys, representatives, employees, affiliates, subsidiaries, parents, insurers, 
trustees, and counsel, and their predecessors, successors, and assigns (the “Released Parties”) from any and all 
claims, losses, damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, expenses and other remedies, whether asserted or not, accrued or 
not, known or unknown, that arise out of or relate in any way to the presence of or exposure to PFAS contained 
in water provided directly or indirectly by the Authority. This release includes all claims alleged in the Complaint, 
including without limitation claims for battery, property damage, and mental anguish damages, but is not intended 
to include, and specifically excludes, the release of any claims, losses, damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, expenses, 
or other remedies related to (a) claims for manifest bodily injuries or illnesses and any mental anguish resulting 
from such manifest injuries or illnesses, or (b) property damage claims arising out of or related to the application 
of PFAS-containing biosolids on property owned by a Class Member. Subject to the limitations in the preceding 
sentence, the Parties intend the Released Claims to include all claims, including those for future harms, arising 
out of any contamination by PFAS of water provided by the Authority, provided, however, that the Parties do not 
intend the Released Claims to include claims for future harms caused by PFAS amounts in drinking water 
provided to Class Members by the Authority that exceed applicable federal or Alabama regulatory limits that the 
Authority’s reverse osmosis treatment system is not designed to remove to below those limits. Released Parties 
agree to waive any defenses based on “claim splitting” or related doctrines that might otherwise apply if the 
Releasing Parties seek to assert claims excluded from the release.   
More details about the claims you will be releasing are described in Section 12 of the Class Settlement Agreement, 
available at www.Website.com. 

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU 
14. Do I have a lawyer in this case? 

Yes. Judge Kallon appointed the law firms of Heninger Garrison Davis, LLC and The Hannon Law Firm, LLC 
to represent you and other Class Members as “Class Counsel.” These law firms and their lawyers are experienced 
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in handling similar cases. You will not be charged for these lawyers. If you want to be represented by your own 
lawyer, you may hire one at your own expense. 

15. How will the lawyers be paid? 

Class Counsel will ask the Court for an award of attorneys’ fees of $3,600,000 of the Common Fund, plus $900,000 
in expenses. They will also ask the Court to approve a $5,000 service award to be paid to each of the four Class 
Representatives ($20,000 total). The Court may award less than these amounts. If approved, these fees, expenses, 
and award will be paid from the Total Settlement Amount before making payments to Class Members.  

EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT 
If you want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue the Defendants or the Released Parties about the legal 
claims in this case, and you do not want to receive a payment from this settlement, you must take steps to get out 
of the settlement. This is called excluding yourself from or opting out of the settlement. 

16. How do I get out of the settlement? 

To exclude yourself from the settlement, you must submit an Opt Out Form or file a written request for exclusion. 
Opt Out Forms are available online at www.website.com. Your request for exclusion must include: (1) your name; 
(2) your address; (3) your telephone number; (4) a statement indicating whether you are a Ratepayer Subclass 
Member or a Resident Subclass Member, including the address where you received water and the period of time 
during which you received water at that address; (5) a statement indicating that you wish to be excluded from the 
settlement in Lindsey v. 3M Company, Case No. 5:15-cv-01750; and (6) your signature and the signature of a 
witness to your signature. Your Opt Out Form or request for exclusion must be mailed to the Settlement 
Administrator at the address below so it is postmarked no later than ________________________(the deadline 
date), which is ninety (90) days after entry of the Preliminary Approval Order. 

Lindsey v. 3M Company Settlement Administrator 
[address] 

[city] [state] [zip] 

17. If I exclude myself, can I still get a payment from this settlement? 

No. If you exclude yourself, you are telling the Court that you don’t want to be part of the settlement. You can 
only get a payment if you stay in the settlement and, if you are a Resident Subclass Member, submit a valid Claim 
Form.  

18. If I do not exclude myself, can I sue the Defendants for the same legal claims later? 

No. Unless you exclude yourself, you are giving up the right to sue the Defendants and the Released Parties for 
the claims that this settlement resolves. You must exclude yourself from this Litigation to start or continue with 
your own lawsuit or be part of any other lawsuit against the Defendants or any of the Released Parties. 

OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT 
You can tell the Court if you don’t agree with the settlement or any part of it. 

19. How do I tell the Court that I do not like the settlement? 

If you are a Class Member, you can object to the settlement if you do not like it or a portion of it. You can give 
reasons why you think the Court should not approve it. The Court will consider your views. Your objection must 
include: (1) your  name, address, and telephone number; (2) a statement indicating whether you are a Ratepayer 
Class Member or a Resident Class Member, including the address where you received water and the period of 
time during which you received water at that address; (3) the reasons for your objection; (4) the factual basis for 
your objection and copies of any documents that support your objection; and (5) your signature and the signature 
of a witness to your signature. 
Your written objection must be  electronically filed with the Court no later than _____________________ (the 
deadline date), which is ninety (90) days after entry of the Preliminary Approval Order.  Any notice of appearance 
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must be filed in the same manner and within the same amount of time.  If such objections/notices are not 
electronically filed, they must be timely filed no later than _____________________ (the deadline date), which 
is ninety (90) days after entry of the Preliminary Approval Order, by mailing them to (first-class postage pre-paid, 
correctly addressed, postmarked by the deadline) the Clerk of the Court, Class Counsel, 3M’s Counsel, and DAI’s 
Counsel at the addresses below: 
 

Court 
Sharon Harris, Clerk of Court 

United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Alabama  

Hugo L. Black United States Courthouse 
1729 5th Avenue North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 

 
Class Counsel 3M’s Counsel DAI’s Counsel 

Timothy C. Davis 
Heninger Garrison Davis, L.L.C. 

2224 1st Avenue North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 

M. Christian King 
Lightfoot, Franklin & White L.L.C. 

The Clark Building 
400 20th Street North 

Birmingham, AL 35203 

Steven F. Casey 
Jones Walker LLP 

Suite 1100 
420 20th Street North 

Birmingham, AL 35203 
 

20. May I come to Court to speak about my objection? 

Yes. You or your attorney may speak at the Fairness Hearing about your objection. To do so, you must include a 
statement in your objection indicating that you or your attorney intend to appear at the Fairness Hearing.  

21. What is the difference between objecting to the settlement and asking to be excluded from it? 

Objecting is simply telling the Court that you don’t like something about the settlement. You can object only if 
you remain in the Ratepayer and/or Resident Class (that is, do not exclude yourself). Excluding yourself is telling 
the Court that you don’t want to be part of the settlement. If you exclude yourself, you cannot object because the 
settlement no longer affects you. 

THE COURT’S FAIRNESS HEARING 
The Court will hold a hearing to decide whether to approve the settlement. You may attend and you may ask to 
speak, but you don’t have to. 

22. When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the settlement? 

The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing at _:__ _.m. on [date] in Courtroom __ at the Seybourn H. Lynne U. S. 
Courthouse & Post Office, 400 Well Street, Decatur, AL 35601. At this hearing, the Court will consider whether 
the settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate. It will also consider whether to approve Class Counsel’s request 
for an award of attorneys’ fees and costs, as well as the Class Representatives’ incentive awards. If there are 
objections, the Court will consider them. Judge Kallon will listen to people who have asked to speak at the hearing 
(see Question 20 above). After the hearing, the Court will decide whether to approve the settlement. 

23. Do I have to come to the hearing? 

No. Class Counsel will answer any questions Judge Kallon may have. However, you are welcome to come to the 
hearing at your own expense. If you send an objection, you do not have to come to court to talk about it. As long 
as you mailed your written objection on time, the Court will consider it. You may also pay your own lawyer to 
attend, but it is not necessary. 

24. May I speak at the hearing? 
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Yes. You may ask the Court for permission to speak at the Fairness Hearing (see Question 20 above). 

IF YOU DO NOTHING 
25. What happens if I do nothing at all? 

If you are Class Member and you do nothing, you will give up the rights explained in Question 12, including your 
right to start a lawsuit, continue with a lawsuit, or be part of any other lawsuit against the Defendants and the 
Released Parties about the legal issues resolved by this settlement. If you are a Resident Subclass Member and 
do not submit a Claim, you will not receive a payment from the settlement. 

GETTING MORE INFORMATION 
26. How do I get more information? 

This Notice summarizes the proposed settlement. Complete details are provided in the Class Settlement 
Agreement. The Class Settlement Agreement and other related documents are available at www.Website.com. 
Additional information is also available by calling 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX or by writing to Lindsey v. 3M Company 
Settlement Administrator, [address] [city] [state] [zip]. Publicly-filed documents can also be obtained by visiting 
the office of the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama or reviewing the 
Court’s online docket. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 

NORTHEASTERN DIVISION 
 

TOMMY LINDSEY, LANETTE   
LINDSEY, and LARRY WATKINS, 
individually and on behalf of a Class 
of persons similarly situated, 
 
  Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 
3M COMPANY, DYNEON, 
L.L.C., and DAIKIN AMERICA, 
INC., 
 
  Defendants. 

  
 

Case No. 5:15-cv-01750-AKK 
 
       Judge Abdul K. Kallon 
 
        
  
     

 
 

 

[PROPOSED] PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
ORDER 

 
Before the Court is the Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action 

Settlement filed by the proposed Class Representatives, which is not opposed by 

Defendants 3M Company, Dyneon, L.L.C., and Daikin America, Inc. (Class 

Representatives and Defendants collectively referred to as “Parties”). The proposed 

Class Representatives have moved pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23 

for an order preliminarily approving the proposed settlement of the Class Claims 

against 3M Company (“3M”), Dyneon, L.L.C. (“Dyneon”), and Daikin America, Inc. 

(“DAI”) (collectively, the “Defendants”) in the above-captioned action in accordance 

with the Parties’ proposed Class Settlement Agreement dated ___________, as filed 
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with the Court (“Settlement Agreement”), which sets forth the terms and conditions 

for the proposed settlement of the Class Claims. The proposed Class Representatives 

also seek conditional certification of the Settlement Class pursuant to Rule 23(b)(3) 

and approval of a Notice Plan and Class Notice consistent with Rule 23 and 

applicable law to provide notice of the proposed class action settlement to the Class 

Members. 

WHEREAS, the Court has considered the Settlement Agreement and 

accompanying exhibits and other documents; 

WHEREAS, all Parties have consented to the entry of this Preliminary 

Approval Order; and 

WHEREAS, the Court held a Preliminary Approval Hearing on 

____________ with the Parties present through Counsel, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

1. Tommy Lindsey, Lanette Lindsey, Larry Watkins, and Venetia 

Watkins are designated as Class Representatives for purposes of this Settlement.  

Further, Tommy Lindsey and Larry Watkins are designated representatives of the 

Ratepayer Subclass, and Lanette Lindsey and Venetia Watkins are designated as 

representatives of the Resident Subclass. 
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2. The Court designates Timothy C. Davis, W. Lewis Garrison, Jr., and 

Christopher B. Hood of Heninger Garrison Davis LLC, and Kevin S. Hannon of The 

Hannon Law Firm, LLC, as Class Counsel for purposes of this Settlement. 

3. The Court confirms the authority of Class Counsel to execute the 

Settlement Agreement on behalf of the Class Members. 

4. The Court hereby finds, preliminarily, that certification of this action as 

a Rule 23(b)(3) class action is appropriate and finds that each of the elements of Rule 

23(a) have been met: (1) the class is so numerous that joinder of all members is 

impracticable, (2) there are common questions of law or fact, (3) the claims of the 

class representative are typical of their class and subclass, and (4) each of the 

representatives fairly and adequately represent their class and subclass.  This Court 

also preliminarily finds that, in this particular context, questions of law or fact 

common to the class predominate over any questions affecting individual members 

and that a class action is superior to other available methods to fairly and efficiently 

adjudicate this controversy.  Further, the Court, pursuant to Rule 23(b)(3), 

preliminarily certifies a Settlement Class consisting of the following two subclasses 

for purposes of this Settlement only: 

(1) “Ratepayer Subclass”: Every Person who (a) was a residential-coded 
customer of the Authority or of the Town Creek Water System, the West 
Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential customers only), the 
V.A.W. Water System (residential customers on Routes 08 through 19 only), 
or the Trinity Water Works at any time between October 5, 2013, and 

Case 5:15-cv-01750-AKK   Document 258-1   Filed 10/26/21   Page 61 of 82



4 

September 29, 2016, and (b) made any payment for water originating with the 
Authority—whether such water was provided directly by the Authority or 
through one of the Authority’s wholesale customers, namely, the Town Creek 
Water System, the West Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential 
customers only), the V.A.W. Water System (residential customers on Routes 
08 through 19 only), or the Trinity Water Works—on or between (i) 
November 1, 2013 and October 31, 2016, in the cases of the residential-coded 
customers of the Authority, the Town Creek Water System, and the West 
Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 only), or (ii) November 1, 2013, and 
June 30, 2016, in the cases of residential-coded customers of the V.A.W. 
Water System (Routes 08 through 19 only) and the Trinity Water Works; and 

2) “Resident Subclass”: Every Person who currently resides in Alabama,
Georgia, or Tennessee, and for at least six months between (a) October 5, 
2013 and September 29, 2016, in the cases of the residential-coded customers 
of the Authority, the Town Creek Water System, and the West 
Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 only), or (b) October 5, 2013, and 
May 31, 2016, in the cases of residential-coded customers of the V.A.W. 
Water System (Routes 08 through 19 only) and the Trinity Water Works, 
owned or resided in a residential housing unit that received water 
originating with the Authority, whether such water was provided directly 
by the Authority or through one of the Authority’s wholesale customers, 
namely, the Town Creek Water System, the West Lawrence Water 
Cooperative (Route 20 residential customers only), the V.A.W. Water 
System (residential customers on Routes 08 through 19 only), or the Trinity 
Water Works.

Persons defined by (1) above are “Ratepayer Subclass Members,” and 
Persons defined by (2) above are “Resident Subclass Members.” Persons 
who are Ratepayer Subclass Members are excluded as Resident Subclass 
Members, except that when two persons are named as the ratepayer for the 
same account, one of those two persons (but not both) is eligible to be a 
Resident Subclass Member, provided he or she satisfies the Resident 
Subclass Member definition. Members of the Resident Subclass shall not 
be paid for more than one claim in the Settlement. 

Excluded from the Settlement Class are employees of Defendants and 
any entities in which Defendants have a controlling interest; any of the 
legal representatives, heirs, successors, or assigns of Defendants; the 
Judge to whom this case is assigned and any member of the Judge’s 

dimmediate family and any other ju icial officer assigned to this case; and all
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persons or entities that properly execute and timely file a request for 
exclusion from the Settlement Class; and any attorneys representing the 
Plaintiffs or Members of the proposed Settlement Class. 

5. The Court has reviewed the Settlement Agreement and preliminarily

approves its terms, subject to further consideration at a Fairness Hearing. 

a. The Court preliminarily finds that the Settlement Agreement is

the product of informed, arm’s-length negotiation by counsel and is presumptively 

fair, just, reasonable, valid and adequate, subject to any objections that may be raised 

at the Fairness Hearing. 

b. The Court preliminarily finds that the Settlement Amount of

$12,000,000.00 (twelve million dollars) will be used to fund class benefits that will 

directly benefit the Class Members. Based on the Court’s preliminary analysis, the 

class benefits represent a reasonable compromise of the relief sought by the Class 

Members through the Rule 23(b)(3) Class Claims against Defendants. 

c. The Court preliminarily finds the Class Settlement, including the

proposed plan of distribution of Settlement proceeds to Class Members, is fair, 

adequate and reasonable, based upon the Court’s consideration of the Fed. R. Civ. 

P. 23(e) factors: “(A) the class representatives and class counsel have adequately 

represented the class; (B) the proposal was negotiated at arm’s length; (C) the relief 

provided for the class is adequate, taking into account: (i) the costs, risks, and delay 
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of trial and appeal; (ii) the effectiveness of any proposed method of distributing relief 

to the class, including the method of processing class-member claims; (iii) the terms 

of any proposed award of attorney’s fees, including timing of payment; and (iv) any 

agreement required to be identified under Rule 23(e)(3); and (D) the proposal treats 

class members equitably relative to each other.” See also Bennett v. Behring Corp., 

737 F.2d 982, 986 (11th Cir.1984).  

d. The Fairness Hearing shall be held before the Court on 

___________ at the United States District Court for the Northern District of 

Alabama at ______________.  The Fairness Hearing will enable the Court to: (i) 

determine whether the proposed Settlement is fair, reasonable and adequate and 

should be approved by the Court under Rule 23(e), and whether a Final Approval 

Order should be entered; and (ii) consider such other matters as may properly come 

before the Court in connection with the approval of the proposed Settlement 

Agreement, approval of Class Counsel’s attorney fees and expenses, and other 

matters related to approval and implementation of the Settlement Agreement. 

6. The Court finds that the proposed Notice Plan and Class Notice 

attached to the Settlement Agreement are appropriate under the circumstances and 

are reasonably calculated to inform Class Members of the proposed Settlement, 

afford Class Members an opportunity to opt out of or present their objections to the 
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Settlement, and complies in all respects with the requirements of Rule 23 and 

applicable due process requirements. 

7. Class Counsel shall provide notice of the proposed Settlement 

Agreement to Class Members as required by Rule 23 of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure and applicable law as set forth in the Notice Plan, including by publication 

notice in certain newspapers and on digital and social media and by causing a copy 

of the Class Notice to be mailed to Class Members beginning approximately 30 days 

after the entry of this Order and being completed no later than 60 days after entry of 

this Order. 

8. Class Members may (1) file objections to the Settlement Agreement, 

(2) file objections to the Motion for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs and Expenses, and/or (3) 

appear at the Fairness Hearing personally or by counsel (provided that an appearance 

is served and filed as provided herein).  Unless the Court directs otherwise, 

procedures for lodging objections shall include the following: 

(a) Each Class Member wishing to object to the Settlement 

Agreement shall submit a timely written notice of their objections, filed with the 

Court, no later than ninety (90) days after entry of this Preliminary Approval Order, 

or ______________ .  Any notice of appearance must be filed in the same manner 

and time.  If such objections/notices are not electronically filed, they must be 

timely filed with (by mailing to, first-class postage pre-paid, correctly addressed): 
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Sharon Harris, Clerk of Court 
 

Re: Tommy Lindsey, Lanette Lindsey and Larry Watkins, individually, 
and on behalf of a Class of persons similarly situated v. 3M Co., 
Dyneon, LLC, and Daikin America, Inc., No. 5:15-cv-01750-AKK 
United States District Court for the Northern District of Alabama Hugo 
L. Black United States Courthouse 
1729 5th Avenue North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 

 
With timely copies to: 
 

Class Counsel: 
Timothy C. Davis 
HENINGER GARRISON DAVIS L.L.C. 
2224 1st Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
 
Attorney for 3M: 
M. Christian King 
LIGHTFOOT, FRANKLIN & WHITE L.L.C. 
The Clarke Building 
400 20th Street North 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
 
Attorney for Daikin America, Inc.: 
Steven F. Casey 
JONES WALKER LLP 
420 20th Street North, Suite 1100 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
 
 
(b) The notice of objections must include: (1) their name, address, 

and telephone number; (2) a statement indicating whether they are a Ratepayer 

Subclass Member or a Resident Subclass Member, including the address where they 
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received water and the period of time during they received water at that address; (3) 

the reasons for their objection; (4) the factual basis for their objection and copies of 

any documents that support their objection; (5) their signature and the signature of a 

witness to their signature, and (6) a statement indicating whether they wish to appear 

at the final hearing (personally or through counsel). 

9. Class Members who object in the manner provided herein remain Class 

Members and will be bound by the Settlement Agreement and Final Approval Order 

if the Settlement Agreement is finally approved following the Fairness Hearing.  

Any person who fails to object in the manner provided herein shall be deemed to 

have waived his or her objections and shall forever be barred from making any such 

objections in this Action and any appeal or other action or proceeding.  

10. Class Members may opt out of the class by submitting a timely written 

notice of their decision to opt out of the Class and sent to the Settlement 

Administrator as noted in the Class Notice and postmarked no later than ninety (90) 

days after entry of this Preliminary Approval Order, or ______________ .  Such 

request for exclusion must include: (1) their name; (2) their address; (3) their 

telephone number; (4) a statement indicating whether they are a Ratepayer Subclass 

Member or a Resident Subclass Member, including the address where they received 

water and the period of time during which they received water at that address; (5) a 

statement indicating that they wish to be excluded from the settlement in Lindsey v. 
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3M Company, Case No. 5:15-cv-01750; and (6) their signature and the signature of 

a witness to their signature. Class Members who opt out of the Class will not be 

bound by the Settlement Agreement or receive any payment under the Settlement 

Agreement. Any person who fails to opt out in the manner provided herein shall be 

deemed to have waived his or her ability to opt out and shall forever be barred from 

opting out of the Class in this Action or in any appeal or other action or proceeding. 

10. Class Counsel shall file their motion for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs and 

Expenses no later than fourteen (14) days after entry of this Preliminary Approval 

Order, or ___________, and shall file their motion for final approval of the 

settlement no later than sixty (60) days after entry of this Preliminary Approval 

Order, or __________.  

11.  The Court reserves judgment whether service awards may be awarded 

to each of the four Class Representatives.  After the en banc matter in Johnson v. 

NPAS Sols., LLC, 975 F.3d 1244 (11th Cir. 2020) is decided, a request for the awards 

may be timely renewed, for a sum for each Class Representative no greater than 

$5,000, and the Court will decide the matter at that time.  Preliminary Approval of 

the The Class Settlement is not contingent on consideration or approval of service 

awards. 

12. The Court has considered the due process rights of absent Class 

Members and finds that such rights are adequately protected. 
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13. If it has not already done so, Defendants shall provide notice of this 

proposed Class Action Settlement to the appropriate federal and state officials 

pursuant to the requirements of the Class Action Fairness Act, providing a copy of 

each such notice to Class Counsel when such notice is sent. 

14. The proceedings in this case as to 3M, Dyneon, and DAI are hereby 

stayed, pending the final determination of whether the Settlement Agreement should 

be approved, except for those proceedings necessary to carry out or enforce the terms 

of the Class Settlement Agreement. 

DONE the ___ day of _____, 2021. 

 

  
ABDUL K. KALLON 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 

NORTHEASTERN DIVISION 
 

TOMMY LINDSEY, LANETTE   
LINDSEY, and LARRY WATKINS, 
individually and on behalf of a Class 
of persons similarly situated, 
 
  Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 
3M COMPANY, et al., 
 
  Defendants. 

  
 

Case No. 5:15-cv-01750-AKK 
 
       Judge Abdul K. Kallon 
 
        
  
     

 
 

 

[PROPOSED] FINAL APPROVAL ORDER 
 

Before the Court is the Motion for Final Approval of Class Action Settlement 

filed by the Class Representatives, which has not been opposed by Defendants 3M 

Company (“3M”), Dyneon, L.L.C. (“Dyneon”), and Daikin America, Inc. (“DAI”) 

(collectively, the “Parties”). The Class Representatives have moved the Court, 

pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23, for a final order (1) certifying the 

Settlement Class pursuant to Rule 23(a) and Rule 23(b)(3) and (2) granting final 

approval of the proposed Settlement Agreement as fair, reasonable, and adequate 

under Rule 23(e). In addition, Class Counsel have moved for approval of attorney 

fees and expenses.  The Parties’ Class Settlement Agreement, dated __________, 

2021 (“Settlement Agreement”), which was previously filed with the Court (Doc. 

___-__), sets forth the terms and conditions for the settlement of the Class Claims, 
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and was preliminarily approved by the Court on ________, 2021. (See Doc. __). The 

Court also, on ________, 2021, pursuant to Rule 23(b)(3), conditionally certified the 

Settlement Class. 

WHEREAS, the Court has considered the Settlement Agreement, 

accompanying exhibits and other documents; 

WHEREAS, the Court held a Fairness Hearing on ______, 202_, with the 

Parties present through Counsel, heard presentations by Counsel concerning the 

Settlement, certification of the Settlement Class, the implementation of the Notice 

Plan and Class Counsels’ Motion for Attorney Fees and Expenses; and 

WHEREAS, the Court considered objections filed with the Court and the 

arguments of objectors. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

1. The Court hereby finds that certification of this action as a Rule 

23(b)(3) class action is appropriate and finds that each of the elements of Rule 23(a) 

have been met: (1) the class is so numerous that joinder of all members is 

impracticable, (2) there are common questions of law or fact, (3) the claims of the 

class representatives are typical of their class and subclass, and (4) each of the 

representatives fairly and adequately represent their class and subclass.  This Court 

also finds that, in this particular context, questions of law or fact common to the class 

predominate over any questions affecting individual members and that a class action 
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is superior to other available methods to fairly and efficiently adjudicate this 

controversy.  The Court, pursuant to Rule 23(b)(3), certifies a Settlement Class 

consisting of the following two subclasses for purposes of this Settlement only: 

(1) “Ratepayer Subclass”: Every Person who (a) was a residential-coded 
customer of the Authority or of the Town Creek Water System, the West 
Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential customers only), the 
V.A.W. Water System (residential customers on Routes 08 through 19 only), 
or the Trinity Water Works at any time between October 5, 2013, and 
September 29, 2016, and (b) made any payment for water originating with the 
Authority—whether such water was provided directly by the Authority or 
through one of the Authority’s wholesale customers, namely, the Town Creek 
Water System, the West Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential 
customers only), the V.A.W. Water System (residential customers on Routes 
08 through 19 only), or the Trinity Water Works—on or between (i) 
November 1, 2013 and October 31, 2016, in the cases of the residential-coded 
customers of the Authority, the Town Creek Water System, and the West 
Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 only), or (ii) November 1, 2013, and 
June 30, 2016, in the cases of residential-coded customers of the V.A.W. 
Water System (Routes 08 through 19 only) and the Trinity Water Works; and 

2) “Resident Subclass”: Every Person who currently resides in Alabama, 
Georgia, or Tennessee, and for at least six months between (a) October 5, 
2013 and September 29, 2016, in the cases of the residential-coded customers 
of the Authority, the Town Creek Water System, and the West Lawrence 
Water Cooperative (Route 20 only), or (b) October 5, 2013, and May 31, 2016, 
in the cases of residential-coded customers of the V.A.W. Water System 
(Routes 08 through 19 only) and the Trinity Water Works, owned or resided 
in a residential housing unit that received water originating with the Authority, 
whether such water was provided directly by the Authority or through one of 
the Authority’s wholesale customers, namely, the Town Creek Water System, 
the West Lawrence Water Cooperative (Route 20 residential customers only), 
the V.A.W. Water System (residential customers on Routes 08 through 19 
only), or the Trinity Water Works. 
 
 Persons defined by (1) above are “Ratepayer Subclass Members,” and 
Persons defined by (2) above are “Resident Subclass Members.” Persons who 
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are Ratepayer Subclass Members are excluded as Resident Subclass 
Members, except that when two persons are named as the ratepayer for the 
same account, one of those two persons (but not both) is eligible to be a 
Resident Subclass Member, provided he or she satisfies the Resident Subclass 
Member definition. Members of the Resident Subclass shall not be paid for 
more than one claim in the Settlement. 
 
 Excluded from the Settlement Class are employees of Defendants and 
any entities in which Defendants have a controlling interest; any of the legal 
representatives, heirs, successors, or assigns of Defendants; the Judge to 
whom this case is assigned and any member of the Judge’s immediate family 
and any other judicial officer assigned to this case; all persons or entities that 
properly execute and timely file a request for exclusion from the Settlement 
Class; and any attorneys representing the Plaintiffs or Members of the 
proposed Settlement Class.  
 
The Court designates as representatives of the Ratepayer Subclass Tommy 

Lindsey and Larry Watkins.  The Court designates as representatives of the 

Resident Subclass Lanette Lindsey and Venetia Watkins. 

 
2. The Court has reviewed the Settlement Agreement and approves its 

terms. 

(a) The Court finds that the Settlement Agreement is the product of 

informed, arm’s-length negotiation by counsel and is fair, just, reasonable, valid and 

adequate, notwithstanding the objections that were raised at the Fairness Hearing. 

(b) The Court finds that the Settlement Amount of $12,000,000.00 

(twelve million dollars) will be used to fund class benefits that will directly benefit 

the Class Members. Based on the Court’s analysis, the class benefits represent a 
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reasonable compromise of the relief sought by the Class Members through the Rule 

23(b)(3) Class Claims. 

(c) The Court finds the Class Settlement, including the plan of 

distribution of Settlement proceeds to Class Members, is fair, adequate and 

reasonable, based upon the Court’s consideration of the Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(e)(2) 

factors: “(A) the class representatives and class counsel have adequately represented 

the class; (B) the proposal was negotiated at arm’s length; (C) the relief provided for 

the class is adequate, taking into account: (i) the costs, risks, and delay of trial and 

appeal; (ii) the effectiveness of any proposed method of distributing relief to the class, 

including the method of processing class-member claims; (iii) the terms of any 

proposed award of attorney’s fees, including timing of payment; and (iv) any 

agreement required to be identified under Rule 23(e)(3); and (D) the proposal treats 

class members equitably relative to each other.” See also Bennett v. Behring Corp., 

737 F.2d 982, 986 (11th Cir.1984).  

3. The Court finds that the Class Notice and Notice Plan were appropriate 

under the circumstances and were reasonably calculated to inform Class Members of 

the proposed Settlement, afforded Class Members an opportunity to opt out or present 

their objections to the Settlement, and complied in all respects with the requirements 

of Rule 23 and applicable due process requirements. 
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4. The Court finds that Class Counsel implemented the Notice Plan in 

compliance with this Court’s Preliminary Approval Order. 

5. The Court finds that Defendants provided notice of the proposed Class 

Action Settlement to the appropriate federal and state officials pursuant to the 

requirements of the Class Action Fairness Act. 

6. The Court has considered the due process rights of absent Class 

Members and finds that such rights are adequately protected. 

7. Class Counsel’s Motion for Final Approval of Attorney Fees and 

Expenses is hereby granted, and Class Counsel are awarded $____________ for fees 

and not more than $_________________ for expenses, per the Settlement 

Agreement, as part of this Settlement. 

8. Under the Settlement Agreement, each of the Releasing Parties has 

released, waived, compromised, settled, and discharged all Released Claims.  

9. All further litigation by the Plaintiffs and Participating Class Members 

with respect to the Released Claims is hereby enjoined. 

10. There is no just reason for delay and the Clerk of Court is directed to 

enter this Final Approval Order as a final judgment.  The Court reserves exclusive 

and continuing jurisdiction over the interpretation, performance, implementation, 

enforcement, and administration of the Settlement Agreement, and the Court’s orders 

in this Action.    
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11. This Action is DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE. 

 

DONE the ___ day of _____, 202_. 

 

  
ABDUL K. KALLON 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 

NORTHEASTERN DIVISION 
 

TOMMY LINDSEY, LANETTE   
LINDSEY, and LARRY WATKINS, 
individually and on behalf of a Class 
of persons similarly situated, 
 

  Plaintiffs, 

 

 v. 

 

3M COMPANY, et al., 

 

  Defendants. 

  

 

Case No. 5:15-cv-01750-AKK 

 

       Judge Abdul K. Kallon 

 

        

  

     

 

 

 
AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE IN PROPOSED CLASS ACTION 

SETTLEMENT 
 
 I, ______________________, hereby declare the following: 

 1. I am a Class Representative in the class action lawsuit listed above and 

have been an active participant in this litigation on behalf of the Class Members. 

 2. I am aware that my lawyers and counsel for 3M Company, Dyneon, 

L.L.C., and Daikin America, Inc. (collectively, the “Defendants”) have agreed upon 

a proposed Class Settlement that would settle the Class Claims against the 

Defendants. 
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 3. I understand that my lawyers and counsel for the Defendants have 

agreed upon the terms of this Class Settlement after arm’s-length negotiations. 

 4. In my capacity as Class Representative, I have discussed the terms of 

the proposed Class Settlement with my lawyers.  Based upon my own judgment, 

belief and knowledge, and taking into account the advice and recommendations of 

my lawyers, I believe that the terms of the proposed class settlement are fair, 

adequate, and reasonable, and provide substantial benefits to the Class Members. 

 5. In my capacity as Class Representative, I approve the terms of the 

proposed Class Settlement and agree to participate in the settlement of the Class 

Claims against the Defendants, if approved by the Court. 

 

________________________________  

Case 5:15-cv-01750-AKK   Document 258-1   Filed 10/26/21   Page 80 of 82



EXHIBIT 

 F 

Case 5:15-cv-01750-AKK   Document 258-1   Filed 10/26/21   Page 81 of 82



QUESTIONS? CALL 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX TOLL-FREE OR VISIT WWW.WEBSITE.COM 
 

Opt Out Form 
Lindsey v. 3M Company, Case No. 5:15-cv-01750 

Complete and mail this form if you want to be excluded from the settlement in Lindsey v. 3M Company, Case No. 
5:15-cv-01750, and thereby keep your right to sue or continue to sue the Defendants or the Released Parties about 
the legal claims made in this case and released by the Class Settlement Agreement. By completing and mailing 
this form, you will be excluded from this settlement and will give up your right to receive a payment from the 
settlement. 

1. Class Member Information 

                                
First Name       Last Name 

                                
Address 1 

                               
Address 2 

                               
City       ST    ZIP 

   -    -     
Telephone Number 

2. Check the appropriate box below (check only one box): 
I am a Ratepayer Subclass Member 
I am a Resident Subclass Member 

3. Indicate below the address where you received water subject to the settlement, if different from the 
address you have given above (under 1. Class Member Information):  

                                
Address 1 

                               
Address 2 

                               
City       ST    ZIP 

4. Indicate the period of time you received water at the address above. 

  /     -   /     
MM/YYYY – MM/YYYY 

5. Acknowledgement & Signature 
 I acknowledge that I wish to be excluded from the settlement in Lindsey v. 3M Company, Case No. 5:15-cv-
01750. 

_________________________________________  ________________ 
Signature       Date 

_________________________________________  __________________________ ____________ 
Witness Signature      Witness Name (printed)   Date 

6. Mail this Opt Out Form postmarked by [Date] to Lindsey v. 3M Company Settlement Administrator, 
[address], [city], [state] [zip]. 
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